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Spring Ephemerals
by Anders Hanson

     As I write this article, the bare ground at the park is being covered
by a layer of fluffy stuff. Still, spring is coming! The return of
migratory birds like red winged blackbirds and longer days are some
signs that let us know that spring is just around the corner. One of my
favorite signs of spring is the emergence of spring wildflowers (often
referred to as spring ephemerals). The appearance of these generally
small, short-lived flowers is one of the reasons I am so excited to spot
them each spring.
     Spring ephemerals are perennial plants that pop up in the spring
and then experience a short growth and reproduction phase before
they die back to their underground parts. Some spring ephemerals
have subtle or hidden flowers like Wild Ginger or May Apple while
other spring ephemerals are more showy like Dutchmen’s Breeches
and Bloodroot. When hunting for these flowers, you literally need to be
in the right place at the right time. In other words, it is helpful to get
out in nature a few times a week in order to spot all the comings and
goings of these flowers. Marsh Marigold, Nodding Trillium, and Jack in
the Pulpit are common spring ephemeral flowers in the Twin Cities
metro area and at Mississippi Gateway. The woods near the beaver
dam that is just east of the bike trail and south of the visitor center is
an easy place to spot these flowers. (continued)

Every newsletter in 2021
will have 5 trivia questions
in this space. If you email

Ashley your answers
before the next newsletter,

you will get a ticket for
each correct answer. At

the end of the year, we will
randomly select one of
these tickets, and the

winner will receive a prize
of the book 'A Field Guide
to the Natural World of the

Twin Cities'!
 

In MN, which season is
warming the fastest? 

 
Which MN ecosystem
sequesters the most

carbon per acre? 
 



Spring Ephemerals
cont.

     If the snow has you down, just know that, according to the
astronomical calendar, it is still winter until March 20 and the snow is
adding helpful moisture to the ground. As always, share your questions
and exciting nature finds with us. Starting in mid April, keep your eyes
peeled for these fun and short-lived flowers! 
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We are seeing an increase
several weather-related

hazardous events across
the US, such as heatwaves,

extreme rainfall and
flashfloods, drought, and

severe convective storms.
What have we seen

increasing in frequency
and intensity in MN? 

 

What is the difference
between climate mitigation

and climate adaptation? 
 

What is the difference
between weather and

climate? 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Night
Thank you!

Thank you so much to the volunteers who were able to join us for our
Volunteer Appreciation and Trivia Night!  We had such a blast catching
up with you and playing trivia.  We also want to call out and say a big
congratulations to our volunteers who reached a milestone this year: 

Lynn Kowalski - 100 hours
Barclay Kruse - 100 hours
Nicole Smith - 100 hours
Susan Tertell - 100 hours
Randy Hartnet - 250 hours
Diane Bushyager - 2000 hours
Deb Lewis - 4750 hours
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Volunteering Opportunities

Park Host - 
We would love to have more Park Host volunteers to add to our
team! Being a Park Host entails going out into the park and
engaging with the public, being available to answer general
questions, and being a welcoming presence for our visitors.

Dragonfly Monitoring Citizen Science -  
This citizen science project is focused on catching, identifying, and
recording species of dragonflies and damselflies.  This project will
have a training in April (date TBD) and the project itself will occur
May-September.  If you are interested in this project you can
contact Michelle (Michelle.Bierma@ThreeRiversParks.org) or Alan
(Alan.Holzer@ThreeRiversParks.org) directly. 
 

If you have any interest in any of these opportunities, just reach out to
Ashley at Ashley.Smith@ThreeRiversParks.org.

Don't forget to send in your trivia answers to Ashley 
at Ashley.Smith@ThreeRiversParks.org

You can win a Field Guide to the Natural World of the Twin Cities!

Trivia

"Changing 
the World
always 
needs

volunteers."


